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	For Immediate Release: (Add date in here)


(Name of local group or organisation) signs up to WWF’s Earth Hour
(Add in name of local group or organisation and location) is supporting WWF’s Earth Hour, an epic global event taking place on Saturday 27th March 2010, between 8.30-9.30pm.  The initiative, which aims to be the largest mass global action on climate change ever, is asking people, communities, businesses and cities around the world to switch off their lights for one hour with the aim of sending a powerful signal to global leaders, that they must take urgent action to tackle climate change.
(Name of local group or organisation) joins other local groups and organisations across the UK in signing up to WWF’s Earth Hour by helping to highlight this extraordinary event.  WWF has produced a range of resources available to local groups including a free resource with a climate change information pack for leaders, activity ideas, Earth Hour challenges and climate change games. (Add in specific info about what the local group or organisation is doing in this section here)

Either  - for Youth Groups

Colin Butfield, Head of Campaigns at WWF-UK, said: “WWF’s Earth Hour promises to be a fun, inspiring initiative for youth groups to engage with and we are delighted that (name of local group) is supporting the event.  Young people have a key role to play in the fight against climate change as they will potentially inherit the worst impacts of it.  The younger generation are a powerful voice in sending a message to world leaders that they want action to safeguard the future of the planet.”
Or for Adult Groups

Colin Butfield, Head of Campaigns at WWF-UK, said: “WWF’s Earth Hour promises to be a fun, inspiring initiative for all community groups to engage with and we are delighted that (name of local group) is supporting the event.  Communities have a key role to play in the fight against climate change as they are able to make a considerable impact on reducing carbon emissions from our homes and meeting places.  Local community groups have a powerful voice in sending a message to world leaders that they want action to safeguard the future of the planet.”

So far, nearly 1500 towns and cities in more than 75 countries have signed up for WWF’s Earth Hour, including London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast in the UK and hundreds of others around the world, from Cape Town, Dubai, Hong Kong and Istanbul, to Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Mexico City, Moscow, Singapore, Sydney and Toronto.  In the UK, 125 Local Authorities, and 49 Landmarks including Nelson’s Column, City Hall, the National Gallery and the National Theatre in London are committed to turning off their lights. The London Eye is also dimming for the hour, in line with civil aviation safety guidelines.  Global icons taking part include the Eiffel Tower, the Shanghai Hong Kong New World Tower, Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Sydney’s Opera House and Table Mountain in Cape Town.  

- ends -

Editor's notes

The way we live is leading to environmental threats such as climate change, species extinction, deforestation, water shortages and the collapse of fisheries. WWF’s One Planet Future Campaign is working to help people live a good quality of life within the earth’s capacity. For more information visit www.wwf.org.uk/oneplanet
For photos or further information relating to how (name of local group or organisation) is supporting WWF’s Earth Hour please contact (relevant contact)

For further information, please contact:

<Add in contact name>, tel:(Add in here), email:(Add in here)
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